vi                              ADVERTISEMENT

It is possible that the Dean would have made con-
siderable changes in the preface which is here printed ;
for only that which seems the first draft of it has been
found. But even thus it serves to show his wish and
purpose for the work he had in hand; and it has
therefore been thought best to publish it. Leave has
been obtained to add here some fragments from a
letter which, three years ago, he wrote to Lord Acton
about these papers:

"If I ever publish them, I must say distinctly
what I want to do, which is, not to pretend to write
a history of the movement, or to account for it or
adequately to judge it and put it in its due place
in relation to the religious and philosophical history
of the time, but simply to preserve a contemporary
memorial of what seems to me to have been a true
and noble effort which passed before my eyes, a short
scene of religious earnestness and aspiration, with all
that was in it of self-devotion, affectionateness, and
high and refined and varied character, displayed under
circumstances which are scarcely intelligible to men
of the present time; so enormous have been the
changes in what was assumed and acted upon, and
thought practicable and reasonable, ' fifty years since.'
For their time and opportunities, the men of the move-
ment, with all their imperfect equipment and their
mistakes, still seem to me the salt of their generation.
... I wish to leave behind me a record that one who
lived with them, and lived long beyond most of them,
believed in the reality of their goodness and height of